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BRAVO! CONCERTS
FROM PAGE B

july 9
Philadelphia Orchestra
Nature, a Birthday and a Rose

More Beethoven follows with the
Pastoral Symphony. This is one of
those pieces that are wonderful to
hear anywhere but extra special at
the Ford Amphitheater. With views of
the Gore Range to your left and Vail
Mountain on your right, it's just that
much more easy to envision the
countryside scenes Beethoven
wrote. !
* Lost in Mahler’s anniversary is
Lizst’s bicentennial. We get the Sec-
ond Piano Concerto with Bravo!
favorite Jean-Yves Thibidault. Strauss’
“Der Rosenkavalier” rounds out the
evening.

july 22
New York Philharmonic
Of Peasants and Heroes

OK, Beethoven's “Eroica” sympho-
ny makes the list no matter what. The
kicker here is that one of the many
pieces I've always wanted to see and
hear performed here, Dvorak'’s Violin
Concerto, is finally at Bravo! Where
has this been all these years? Veroni-
ka Eberle is on the violin. The New
York Philharmonic never disap-
points during its opener. This will be
no exception.

- SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Spectators watch a past performance of the Philadelphia Orchestra at the
Bravo! Vail Valley Music Festival at Ford Amphitheater in Vail.

july 23 '

New York Philharmonic _
Luminous Magic and a Raging Sea of
Sound

This is also known as Austrian
Appreciation Music Night with

Mozart’s Violin Concerto in A and

Mabhler’s Fifth. The latter is a part of
the Mahler Centennial celebration —
he died in 1911. Alan Gilbert conducts
the New York Philharmonic in the
Mahler, which is a fun fact because
Mabhler himself conducted the New
York Phil in his last days.

CHRIS LEE | Special to the Daily .

Alan Gilbert directs the New York Philharmonic during a performance in Vail.

And now a note for those suffering
from Mahler-phobia. Bite the bullet,
people. Dispelling the first Mahler
myth, this is not a 90-something-
minute symphony like No. 3. It’s a lit-
tle more than an hour. There are no
choral parts like No. 8, which was orig-
inally scored for 1,000 musicians,
which would be a little much for the
stage at the Ford Amphitheater. You
can do this. 3

In case you don't trust us, we
Googled the Fifth. From Wikipedia,
“Conductor Herbert von Karajan said
that when one hears Mahler’s Fifth,
‘You forget that time has passed. A
great performance of the Fifth is a
transforming experience. The fantas-
tic finale almost forces you to hold
your breath.”

Itwill be OK. You might, in fact, real-
ly like it.

july 28
New York Philharmonic
Tonight We Love a la Russe

I hate it when anything is
described as “rousing” or “stomp-
ing,” but this concert is. It’s all Russ-
ian and very rousing. You also
haven't lived wuntil you see
Tchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No. 1
performed in person. Kirill Gerstein
does the honors.

Sports Editor Chris Freud can be
reached at 970-748-2934 or
cfreud@vaildaily.com.



